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9 CFR Ch. III (1–1–20 Edition) § 310.26 

an establishment has not met the per-
formance standard: 

(i) The establishment shall take im-
mediate action to meet the standard. 

(ii) If the establishment fails to meet 
the standard on the next series of com-
pliance tests for that product, the es-
tablishment shall reassess its HACCP 
plan for that product and take appro-
priate corrective actions. 

(iii) Failure by the establishment to 
act in accordance with paragraph 
(b)(3)(ii) of this section, or failure to 
meet the standard on the third con-
secutive series of FSIS-conducted tests 
for that product, constitutes failure to 
maintain sanitary conditions and fail-
ure to maintain an adequate HACCP 
plan, in accordance with part 417 of 
this chapter, for that product, and will 
cause FSIS to suspend inspection serv-
ices. Such suspension will remain in ef-
fect until the establishment submits to 
the FSIS Administrator or his/her des-
ignee satisfactory written assurances 
detailing the action taken to correct 
the HACCP system and, as appropriate, 
other measures taken by the establish-
ment to reduce the prevalence of 
pathogens. 

[61 FR 38864, July 25, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 26217, May 13, 1997; 63 FR 1735, Jan. 12, 
1998; 64 FR 66553, Nov. 29, 1999; 84 FR 52348, 
Oct. 1, 2019] 

§ 310.26 Establishment responsibilities 
under the new swine slaughter in-
spection system. 

(a) Facilities. The establishment must 
comply with the facilities require-
ments in 9 CFR part 307. The establish-
ment must provide a mirror at the car-
cass inspection station in accordance 
with 9 CFR 307.2(m)(6). 

(b) Carcass sorting and disposition. The 
establishment must conduct carcass 
sorting activities and identify any con-
demnable conditions or defects before 
carcasses are presented to online in-
spectors. Establishment sorters must 
incise mandibular lymph nodes and 
palpate the viscera to detect the pres-
ence of animal diseases as part of their 
sorting activities. The establishment 
must develop, implement, and main-
tain written procedures to ensure that 
market hog carcasses adulterated with 
septicemia, toxemia, pyemia, or 
cysticercosis are properly removed be-

fore the point of post-mortem inspec-
tion of carcasses. The establishment 
must incorporate these procedures into 
its HACCP plan, or sanitation SOPs, or 
other prerequisite program. These pro-
cedures must cover the establishment 
sorting activities required under this 
section. 

(c) Line speed limits. The line speed 
limits in § 310.1 do not apply to the es-
tablishment, provided it is able to 
maintain effective process control and 
prevent contamination of carcasses and 
parts by enteric pathogens and visible 
fecal material, ingesta, and milk. Es-
tablishments operating under the NSIS 
must reduce their line speed as di-
rected by the Inspector-in-Charge (IIC). 
The IIC is authorized to direct an es-
tablishment to operate at a reduced 
line speed when in their judgment a 
carcass-by-carcass inspection cannot 
be adequately performed within the 
time available due to the manner in 
which the carcasses are presented to 
the online inspector, the health condi-
tions of a particular herd, or factors 
that may indicate a loss of process con-
trol. 

(d) Records. (1) The establishment 
must maintain records to document 
that the products resulting from its 
slaughter operation meet the defini-
tion of Ready-to-cook pork product in 
§ 301.2. These records are subject to re-
view and evaluation by FSIS personnel. 

(2) The establishment must maintain 
records to document the number of car-
casses disposed of per day by establish-
ment sorters before FSIS post-mortem 
inspection and the reasons that the 
carcasses were disposed of. These 
records are subject to review and eval-
uation by FSIS personnel. 

[84 FR 52348, Oct. 1, 2019] 

§ 310.27 Attestation requirements. 

Each establishment that participates 
in the NSIS must submit on an annual 
basis an attestation to the manage-
ment member of the local FSIS circuit 
safety committee stating that it main-
tains a program to monitor and docu-
ment any work-related conditions of 
establishment workers, and that the 
program includes the following ele-
ments: 
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